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the live rabbits as frequently as cir-
cumstances may dictate, but not less 
than once every 4 hours, to assure that 
they are receiving sufficient air for 
normal breathing, their ambient tem-
peratures are within the prescribed 
limits, all other applicable standards 
are being complied with and to deter-
mine whether any of the live rabbits 
are in obvious physical disress and to 
provide any needed veterinary care as 
soon as possible. When transported by 
air, live rabbits shall be visually ob-
served by the carrier as frequently as 
circumstances may dictate, but not 
less than once every 4 hours, if the 
cargo space is accessible during flight. 
If the animal cargo space is not acces-
sible during flight, the carrier shall 
visually observe the live rabbits when-
ever loaded and unloaded and whenever 
the animal cargo space is otherwise ac-
cessible to assure that they are receiv-
ing sufficient air for normal breathing, 
their ambient temperatures are within 
the prescribed limits, all other applica-
ble standards are being complied with 
and to determine whether any such live 
rabbits are in obvious physical distress. 
The carrier shall provide any needed 
veterinary care as soon as possible. No 
rabbit in obvious physical distress 
shall be transported in commerce. 

(b) During the course of transpor-
tation, in commerce, live rabbits shall 
not be removed from their primary en-
closures unless placed in other primary 
enclosures or facilities conforming to 
the requirements provided in this sub-
part. 

§ 3.65 Terminal facilities. 
No person subject to the Animal Wel-

fare regulations shall commingle ship-
ments of live rabbits with inanimate 
cargo. All animal holding areas of a 
terminal facility where shipments of 
rabbits are maintained shall be cleaned 
and sanitized as prescribed in § 3.56 of 
the standards often enough to prevent 
an accumulation of debris or excreta, 
to minimize vermin infestation, and to 
prevent a disease hazard. An effective 
program for the control of insects, 
ectoparasites, and avian and mamma-
lian pests shall be established and 
maintained for all animal holding 
areas. Any animal holding area con-
taining live rabbits shall be provided 

with fresh air by means of windows, 
doors, vents, or air conditioning and 
may be ventilated or air circulated by 
means of fans, blowers, or an air condi-
tioning system so as to minimize 
drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as ex-
haust fans and vents or fans or blowers 
or air conditioning shall be used for 
any animal holding area containing 
live rabbits when the air temperature 
within such animal holding area is 23.9 
°C. (75 °F.) or higher. The air tempera-
ture around any live rabbit in any ani-
mal holding area shall not be allowed 
to fall below 7.2 °C. (45 °F.) nor be al-
lowed to exceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.) at any 
time. To ascertain compliance with the 
provisions of this paragraph, the air 
temperature around any live rabbit 
shall be measured and read outside the 
primary enclosure which contains such 
rabbit at a distance not to exceed .91 
meters (3 feet) from any one of the ex-
ternal walls of the primary enclosure 
and on a level parallel to the bottom of 
such primary enclosure at a point 
which approximates half the distance 
between the top and bottom of such 
primary enclosure. 

[43 FR 56216, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 55 
FR 28883, July 16, 1990]] 

§ 3.66 Handling. 
(a) Any person who is subject to the 

Animal Welfare regulations and who 
moves live rabbits from an animal 
holding area of a terminal facility to a 
primary conveyance or vice versa shall 
do so as quickly and efficiently as pos-
sible. Any person subject to the Animal 
Welfare regulations and holding any 
live rabbit in an animal holding area of 
a terminal facility or transporting any 
live rabbit to or from a terminal facil-
ity shall provide the following: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight. When sun-
light is likely to cause overheating or 
discomfort, sufficient shade shall be 
provided to protect the live rabbits 
from the direct rays of the sun and 
such live rabbits shall not be subjected 
to surrounding air temperatures which 
exceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.), and which shall 
be measured and read in the manner 
prescribed in § 3.65 of this part, for a pe-
riod of more than 45 minutes. 

(2) Shelter from rain or snow. Live rab-
bits shall be provided protection to 
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